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Relevance From 
Examination Point of view

CSE Prelim Examination 

1. International Relations 

2. Environment and Ecology 

CSE Main Examination 

1. Paper II and Paper III 

2. To be used in answers related to global efforts to 
combat climate change.



Why was it in News?

International Solar Alliance has met the minimum 
requirement to become a treaty-based international 

intergovernmental organisation. 

As per the framework agreement of  the ISA, the ISA 
Interim Secretariat was to become a full legal entity 
30th day after the 15th member country signs and 

ratifies the Framework Agreement.



Has been in the newspaper 
highlights recently…….



About ISA

Alliance of  121 countries. 

Most of  121 countries are Sunshine Countries. 

Sunshine Countries 
Countries which partly or completely lie between 
Tropic of  Cancer and Tropic of  Capricorn. 
There are 107 such Sunshine Countries. 

Famously called ‘Suryaputras’ by the Indian PM.



map: Sunshine Countries



About ISA

Brain Child of  India. 

Launched jointly by Indian PM and French 
President at the CoP 21 held at Paris in 2015. 

Also called International Agency for Solar Policy 
and Application - IASPA. 

It is headquartered at Gurugram, Haryana.



Membership

121 countries have joined the alliance. 

46 countries have signed the Framework Agreement 

19 countries have ratified the Framework 
Agreement so far (15th Guinea). 

The Framework Agreement was opened for 
signatures in Marrakesh, Morocco (CoP 22) in 
2016.



Objective of ISA

The International Solar Agency Intends to: 

1. To endorse clean energy, 

2. To promote sustainable development, 

3. Utilise solar energy harnessing maximum 
available potential. 

4. Help sunshine countries to meet their INDCs 
under Paris Climate Deal or CoP 21.



Significance of ISA

Shared ambition to undertake joint efforts. 

Technology transfer. 

More avenues for financing the green projects. 

Reduced cost of  financing. 

Mobilise US $ 1000 billion investment for adoption of  
solar energy. 

Strengthening of  ties and creation of  goodwill.



Summary

Following dimensions must be kept in mind: 

1. What is ISA? 

2. What are Sunshine Countries? 

3. Membership to the ISA. 

4. Condition for ISA to become a legal entity. 

5. Objectives and Significance of  ISA.



Brainstorm Yourself

Question: Consider the following statements about International 
Solar Alliance: 

1. It is an alliance of  121 ‘Sunshine Countries’ launched in 
2015 alongside CoP 21 at Paris. 

2. Thirtieth day after ratification by the 15th member - Guinea 
- it has become an international legal entity. 

Which of  the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only                                    b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2                         d. Neither 1 nor 2



Sample Question for 
Mains

Question - “The World has become progressively 
concerned about use of  Renewable Energy 
particularly after the CoP 21 to UNFCCC held at 
Paris in November 2015”. Discuss.


